


Burny flame profile cutter

Alphacam has generated thousands of programs which can be
recalled to any machine for repeat orders of the hundreds of
different components they make at any one time. “We’re very versatile
in the cutting technologies we use, and we rely on Alphacam to -
maintain that versatility. We just couldn’t operate competitively without = -
it -- we'd be out of business.” - u
The brothers undertake almost all the programming for their E@ l % :
seven employees to operate, and always use Alphacam, even
when they only require a simple straight line to be cut. “It's
much easier and ensures an accurate cut every time. We've Haas lathe
only ever programmed offline, whether it's producing a completely

new program or editing code in existing programs.”

In fact, James Darby says he would not know how to write a program
directly at the machines’ own screens. “We started using Alphacam
when we bought a wire eroder in 1998. Because Alphacam is so
user-friendly and easy to understand, | quickly learned how to
program offline, and realised that was the way forward for us as a
business.”

While he says they now use Alphacam daily and it is second
nature to them, there was a time when the idea of any form of
computerized machining was a luxury beyond their imagining. “When
| started out in the metal machining business, computers didn't exist
outside science fiction. Even up to around 15 years ago there was no
computer on our premises.”







